
TRADITIONAL VALUES AND SERVICE FOR OVER 40 YEARS We are also in Ashtead and Bookham

What makes RSM different?

It’s easy to buy domestic appliances online.  
But at RSM – your friendly local store – we 
go the extra mile to give you the best advice, 
service and support, whether you are buying 
a toaster or a washing machine.

Personal
service

rsmdomesticappliances.com
euronics.co.uk

ONLINE 
PRICES

SUPPORT
YOUR

LOCAL
SHOP!

Visit our large  
showroom in Knaphill
or call 01483 475000

Sweet gesture from the Brownies
In November, 2nd Goldsworth Park Brownies held a fundraising evening in aid of The Fountain Centre at  

St. Luke’s Cancer Unit at The Royal Surrey County Hospital in Guildford.
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GOLDSWORTH

NEWS
Goldsworth News is the magazine of the 
Goldsworth Park Community Association, 
published bi-monthly and distributed free 

of charge to approximately 5,000 dwellings 
and organisations throughout Goldsworth 

Park and the surrounding area.

EDITORS:
Jeremy Hodge 

editor@ourgoldsworthpark.org.uk
Irene Watson 

chair@ourgoldsworthpark.org.uk
Published by the  

Goldsworth Park Community Association
Designed and printed by Knaphill Print

ADVERTISE IN GOLDSWORTH NEWS
Contact Paul Webster: 07778 836405,  

paul@websterconsultancy.co.uk

DISTRIBUTION
Linda Hill, 5 Newsham Road,  
Goldsworth Park GU21 3LA.

Tel: 01483 835183
Email: hilllinda5@googlemail.com

Copy for the next issue in March must be 
submitted by Friday, 12th February 2016.

By post: 37 Willowmead Close,  
Goldsworth Park GU21 3DN.

Email: editor@ourgoldsworthpark.org.uk

GPCA MEETINGS
The meetings of the community association 

are now held on the second Tuesday of 
every month, at the Community Hall in the 

reopened Goldwater Lodge. The next  
meeting is at 7.30pm on Tuesday, 12th Jan. 
All residents are welcome to attend. If you 
would like to be included on the mailing 
list for minutes and other information, 
email chair@ourgoldsworthpark.org.uk  

or call 01483 714096.

COUNCILLORS’ SURGERIES
The Goldsworth Park Councillors hold a 

surgery between 10 and 11am on the first 
Saturday of every month (except August) at 
Strollers, accessed from the path between 

the shops and the lake.

DISCLAIMER
No responsibility for the quality of goods or  
services advertised in this magazine can be 

accepted by the publishers, designers or printers.  
Advertisements are included in good faith.

No part of this magazine may be  
reproduced in any form without the express 

prior permission of the publishers.

The publishers do not necessarily agree  
with the views expressed by contributors nor 
do they accept any responsibility for errors of 

interpretation in the subject matter of  
this magazine.

All reasonable care is taken to ensure  
accuracy in preparation of the magazine but  
neither the publisher nor printer can be held  

legally responsible for the return of unsolicited  
manuscripts, art work or projects. Whilst 

every care is taken, no responsibility can be 
accepted for the safety of material submitted.

Please read and recycle

Views from the Chair
I had thought that my “Views from the 
Chair” in the last issue might have been my 
last but here we are in January and I am 
writing another column. For those of you 
who did not attend the AGM in November, 
I was re-elected as Chair of the GPCA. 
There is a report on the AGM later in the 
magazine so be sure to read it.

You will see that we are in need of someone 
to take the minutes at our meetings every 
other month. It is not an onerous job 
(unless the incumbent wants to make more 
of it) as the Chair, Vice Chair and Treasurer 
deal with their own correspondence and 
business, but it does need someone who is 
competent in word-processing and email. 
If you are interested, please contact me 
(see below).

We are now planning what we are going 
to do during the coming year; the list 
includes updating the GPCA’s constitution 
to meet the Charity Commission’s new 
requirements, consultation on the Master 
Landscape Plan for the Recreation Ground,  
and better communication with the 
managing agents of the shopping centre, 

where there are a  
number of matters  
of concern. It would  
be a good time 
for any interested 
residents to get 
involved and take 
these and other matters forward.

We are continuing our series bringing you 
news of organisations in Goldsworth Park 
and, in this issue, we are spotlighting Sing 
Gold, the Goldsworth Park community 
choir, which helped the GPCA to celebrate 
the re-opening of the Community Hall last 
Spring.

It only remains for me to wish you all a 
happy and successful New Year.

If you have any issues of general concern 
or would like to be involved in the work of 
the GPCA, please contact me through this 
magazine or on chair@ourgoldsworthpark.
org.uk.

Irene Watson, GPCA Chairman

Sweet gesture from the Brownies cont’d 
The evening was in memory of their late Snowy Owl, Sue Hart, who sadly lost her 
battle with cancer in December 2014. As a unit both Leaders and Brownies were 
keen to raise money for a charity in her memory. Snowy Owl’s family chose the 
Fountain Centre, having benefited from the services the Cancer Unit provides to 
patients and their families.

The girls were very enthusiastic in organising and running their own stalls, 
including lucky dips, games and tombolas. There was a cake sale and refreshments 
were served. Family and friends were invited to come along and the girls opened 
the evening with some singing. The evening was very much enjoyed by all, and 
thanks to everyone’s generosity the 2nd Goldsworth Park Brownie Unit were 
proud to have raised a fantastic £527.
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NOTICES

Local experts needed
Are you very involved with the people and events in your road? 
We’re looking for volunteers who care about their nearby 
neighbours and want to make sure they’re represented in this 
magazine. Sometimes we’re guilty of concentrating on what’s 
going on around the lake – help us address that by telling us 
about the things that matter in your part of Goldsworth Park. If 
you’d be interested in sending us an occasional update on your 
area, please email the editor: editor@ourgoldsworthpark.org.uk

What’s new this year – the GPCA 
chairman’s report from the 2015 AGM
The hall
One of the GPCA’s major functions is managing the Community 
Hall in Goldwater Lodge. The hall was finally ready to re-open in 
March 2015 following the fire.

There was major investment by Woking Borough Council, and 
the GPCA also invested in the Hall, with some help from the local 
Surrey County Councillors. Bookings have been building up – 
there are regular events on four days a week and parties booked 
up to the middle of next year. The GPCA works closely with our 
neighbours at Dianthus, who helped our clients out when the 
hall closed three years ago.

Communications team
Another major function of the GPCA is the production of the 
community magazine – Goldsworth News. Jeremy Hodge has been 
acting as editor for two years now and has brought together a 
band of volunteers who take pictures, write articles and proofread. 
The GPCA has a new website – www.ourgoldsworthpark.org.uk 
designed and managed by Steve Willson.

The lake
The GPCA continues to be represented on the Goldsworth 
Park Lake and Recreation Ground Users Group and acts as a  
co-ordinating group for all the organisations using the lake and 
surrounding area.

One current issue is the Master Landscape Plan for improvements 
to the recreation ground. This has proved rather contentious and 
the Council is currently reviewing comments.

Balance sheet
The GPCA still has a healthy cash balance. The funds in the 
deposit account are not earning much in the way of interest, the 
current rate being 0.5%.

Other activities
The GPCA has been very busy with various activities and 
campaigns. The biggest involved the public toilet. After a 
successful campaign including a petition which gained about 750 
signatures and a lot of publicity, the Council agreed to replace 
it. There has been no movement on the number of disabled car 
parking spaces.

The GPCA continues to try to support residents with problems 
such as the management of common areas, and planning issues.

Election of officers and committee

Irene Watson was re-elected as Chairman; Paul Davies as Vice 
Chairman; Peter Hill as Treasurer. There were no nominations or 
volunteers for the post of Minutes Secretary, so this role remains 
vacant.

WANTED 
school governors
If you have a bit of time to spare, like a 
challenge and have an interest in education, 
here’s a rewarding volunteering role. Sythwood 
Primary School and Children’s Centre is looking for new governors 
or associate governors to become involved in the oversight of 
this Goldsworth Park academy.

The Governing Body needs a range of people and skills. The main 
criteria are enthusiasm to make a difference to the school and its 
children, willingness to learn, attend meetings and occasionally 
visit the school during the day to see learning in action.

Governors include parents, school staff and people from the local 
community. The school, which was included in a Government 
initiatives report as one of the top improving primary schools in 
2014, is an integral part of the local community and therefore 
would welcome new governors from the community.

They, the governors, support and challenge the school and its 
leadership team to provide the best education possible for all 
children and also work on both short- and long-term decisions 
for the future of the school.

There are three full governing body meetings per year, plus a 
Governors’ Day. Specialist sub-committees meet three times 
a year. There are also short-term projects for associates with 
specific skills.

Sythwood Primary School is committed to safeguarding and 
promoting the welfare of children, young people and vulnerable 
adults and expects all volunteers to share this commitment.

School governor Helen Saunders says: “It is really rewarding to 
see the school and the children develop over the years. If you 
have time to become part of our dynamic community, start the 
process by calling the school on 01483 770063.”

www.sythwood.surrey.sch.uk
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Woking Parking Review

Windsor
Windows

Unit 2, Robin Hood Works, Robin Hood Road, Knaphill,
Woking, Surrey GU21 2LX Tel: 01483 474333 www.windsorwindows.net

without the overdraft.
Beautiful doors, windows and
bi-folding doors with
precision and care
For a free, no obligation quotation
please call today on 01483 474333

Beat the Draughts...

Last year, Surrey County Council undertook a review of 
requests for new, or amendments to existing, parking 
restrictions. Recommendations for new restrictions and 
changes to existing arrangements were presented to the 
joint Woking Committee on 22 October 2014. The joint 
Woking Committee approved all of the recommendations 
and these are now being formally advertised for public 
comment. They can be seen at www.surreycc.gov.uk/roads-
and-transport/parking/parking-news-and-updates/parking-
news-and-updates-in-woking
For Goldsworth Park, there are three recommendations for 
double yellow lines at junctions to prevent vehicles parking 
dangerously and obstructing sight lines. The junctions are:
• Tresillian Way junction with Sythwood
• Willowmead Close junction with Sythwood
• Marston Road junction with Hallington Close
Objections, comments and letters of support must be 
submitted by 23rd January 2015 either on the web page 
using the feedback form, or by posting a letter to:
Woking 2014 Parking Review, Parking Team, Rowan House, 
Guildford, Surrey, GU4 7BQ.
Note: the GPCA is supporting these very sensible, small-
scale parking restrictions in the interests of road safety.

An exciting year ahead for Woking & Sam Beare Hospices 
by Lorraine Weedon, Marketing & Communications Manager

It’s the January issue and of course that means a new year is upon us, and what an exciting year it 
will be. The conversion of Goldsworth House to a new state-of-the-art Hospice will start in February, 
and everyone at Woking & Sam Beare Hospices is looking forward to providing the best possible 
environment for our patients and their families. They remain at the heart of everything we do and 
everything we seek to achieve. Our talented and dedicated staff, along with over 800 volunteers will 
ensure a smooth transition.
Volunteers are vital to the provision of Hospice care and as we begin 2015, I would like to say a huge 
thank you to people who volunteer for the Hospices. I am very proud to say we have the support of 
over 800 part-time volunteers, each of whom give their time when they can. Put simply, we would not 
be able to provide the services we do without them. Our Volunteers bring with them a huge range 
of skills and experience which we use across the organisation, in everything from our retail outlets and fundraising 
initiatives through to driving, cake and tea-making for patients, flower arranging, reception and administrative support.
We have an exciting new chapter in the history of the hospices approaching, which we know will be embraced by our 
existing volunteers and will inspire others to get involved. Could this be you? Find out more on the Hospice website 
(www.wsbhospices.co.uk) or call Volunteer Services on 01483 881750. We’d love you to join our team. 
Happy New Year from all at Woking & Sam Beare Hospices.

WHY ARE YOU HERE
NOW?

Do you ever ask what life is really about 
or how to make the most of it? 

Asking questions is the basis of Practical 
Philosophy; weekly evening courses designed 
to help you explore and discuss great 
philosophical concepts.

Starting with the 10 week introductory course 
and developing from there, our courses are 
run not as an academic discipline, but as a 
useful way of applying philosophical insights 
to our everyday lives.

Free* Courses Starting January:
Farnham, Guildford & Woking
Tel: 01483 457769 
www.practicalphilosophyguildford.com

P r a c t i c a l
Philosophy
Gui ld ford

FREE
JUST A £5

REGISTRATION

FEE!
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Winter is still with us…
By Malcolm Head

Our cars have been struggling through the winter so far, 
but are they still in top working order? Have you checked 
your lights* are all working correctly? Are you sure your 
battery is still up to the job of the extra load imposed by 
heaters, lights and demisters? Lastly, are your tyres in the 
right condition to do battle with ice, snow, surface water 
and potholes?

If not, and if something goes wrong, guess whose fault it 
will be.

* If a member of your family were taken seriously ill and 
required £5,000 for a cure, you would find the money from 
somewhere. Why then would you risk their lives for the 
sake of a fiver by driving around in the dark with only 
one working headlight? Not only is it illegal, it’s just plain 
stupid! Please get them fixed.

Toad Hall Nursery celebrates 
its first anniversary
In November the nursery celebrated its first birthday 
since reopening, with a party including music, 
birthday tea and a fancy dress competition.

However it has not always been celebration at the 
popular children’s nursery – back in December 2012 
they were victim to the devastating arson attack on 
their building, Goldwater Lodge, which also houses 
the GPCA’s Community Hall.

Soon after re-building work began and in 2014 the 
nursery reopened, much to the delight of everyone in 
the community.

Since re-opening the team have successfully introduced  
key initiatives to ensure the children access excellent 
education and learning provision.

The party was a celebration not only of their one year 
anniversary, but also of the hard work and dedication 
of the staff and everyone involved to get the nursery 
back to its brilliant self. A good spread was put on for 
the celebration too.

Tony Branagan, who opened the Nursery as Mayor 
of Woking in 2014, was also at the party and he told 
Eagle Radio he was honoured to be invited back:

“I wish them a very happy first birthday. Long may 
they continue to provide a facility so badly needed 
not only in this area, but throughout Woking.”

Ruth Pimentel is the chief executive of Toad Hall 
Nursery Group:

“We felt we wanted to celebrate as it is a real milestone  
to get to our first birthday since the fire.

“There are so many children here that we feel 
privileged to have as part of our family, and we 
wanted to say a massive thank you to everyone.”
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Goldwater 
Lodge
I had hoped 
to be able 
to announce 
an opening 
date for the 
Community 

Hall in this issue. In December, we 
had been told that the main work 
would be complete by 23rd and we 
planned to take the Hall over on 5th 
January after commissioning but 
there have been major problems 
with the electricity and gas supplies, 
much to the frustration of both the 
GPCA and Woking Borough Council. 
Everyone seems to stop work for two 
weeks over Christmas so it is likely 
to be the end of January before we 
can move back in. At the AGM, Ray 
Morgan (Chief Executive of Woking 
Borough Council) said we would be 
celebrating by Easter. At the time, I 
thought he was being pessimistic but 
now I think he was just being realistic!
On a brighter note, what you will see 
when the Hall is open again is a bright 
clean space with a lovely wood-look 
floor throughout, a new kitchen with 
beech cupboards and stainless 
steel appliances, bright new toilets, 
improved and more versatile lighting, 
a much needed ventilation system 
and free wi-fi.

Annual General Meeting
We had a very good turnout at the 
AGM – it is good to see so many 
residents taking an interest in the 
GPCA. The report from the AGM is on 
the website – ourgoldsworthpark.org.

uk – so if you were unable to attend 
you can read about it there (click 
“About” then “Meeting minutes”).
Ray Morgan, Chief Executive of 
Woking Borough Council, attended 
to talk about the problems that had 
caused the delays to the building. He 
answered questions about all sorts 
of issues including the public toilets, 
lighting round the lake and recreation 
ground, and the installation of CCTV 
cameras. Please read the report on 
the website for his answers.

Projects
The Community Hall is not the only 
topic of interest to the GPCA. You 
should be able to see the fruits of 
some of our other labours soon with 
the installation of new street maps 
of the area. We are also involved in 
campaigns for an improved crossing 
by the Fox and Flowerpot and an 
increase in the number of parking 
spaces for disabled people in the 
shopping centre car park. There is 
the ongoing discussion about the 
overhanging trees on the footpath 
to Langman’s Bridge and issues 
over the responsibility for parcels of 
seemingly common land.
If you have any issues of general 
concern or would like to help with 
any of these projects, contact me 
through this magazine or on chair@
ourgoldsworthpark.org.uk.
All that’s left for me to do is to wish 
you all a happy and prosperous New 
Year and to say I hope to see you all 
at the opening of the Community Hall 
in the near future.

Goldsworth News
Goldsworth News is the magazine of the 
Goldsworth Park Community Association, 
published bi-monthly and distributed free of 
charge to approximately 5000 dwellings and 
organisations throughout Goldsworth Park 

and the surrounding area.

Acting Editor Jeremy Hodge
Sub Editor & Chairman  Irene Watson
Design & layout Fat Crow Design
Advertising Fat Crow Design

Published by Goldsworth Park Community 
Association

Printed by Knaphill Print

Advertise in Goldsworth News!
Contact Andy Hills at Fat Crow Designs 

www.fatcrow.co.uk/goldsworth-news 
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Councillors’ Surgeries
The Goldsworth Park councillors hold a 
surgery from 10am - 11am on the first 
Saturday of every month (except August) at 
Strollers, accessed from the path between 
the shops and the lake.

GPCA Meeting
The next meeting is 7pm on Wednesday 
14th  January in the Dianthus building by the 
lake. Please email the chairman if would like 
to receive the minutes every month: chair@
ourgoldsworthpark.org.uk or call 01483 
714096

Disclaimer
No responsibility for the quality of goods or services 
advertised in this magazine can be accepted by the 
publishers, designers or printers. Advertisements 
are included in good faith. No part of this magazine 
may be reproduced in any form without the express 
prior permission of the publishers. The publishers do 
not necessarily agree with the views expressed by 
contributors, nor do they accept any responsibility 
for errors of interpretation in the subject matter of this 
magazine. All reasonable care is taken to ensure 
accuracy in preparation of the magazine but neither the 
publishers nor printers can be held legally responsible for 
the return of unsolicited manuscripts, artwork or projects. 
Whilst every care is taken, no responsibility can be 
accepted for the safety of material submitted.
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Building Contractors 
appointed
As a Goldsworth Park Resident you will have noticed that building 
work has now started on the new Hospice, located in Denton Way.

In October we were delighted to host a visit by the Mayor of Woking, 
Councillor Derek McCrum, and Councillor John Kingsbury, Leader of 
Woking Borough Council, to officially mark the commencement of 
construction work. They were joined by Hospices Chief Executive 
Nigel Harding and Ward Councillors.

In the first month of work we have seen the interior of the building 
completely stripped out, the demolition of external staircases (with 
all materials recycled) and the surrounding area cleared ready for 
landscaping. The front extension is now being marked out, which 
will form the community café and reception area.

Our new state-of-the-art 20-bed Hospice and Wellbeing Centre 
will be able to provide in-patient care, a wide range of therapies, 
treatments, counselling and day care activities. With more than 70% 
of our care being provided in patients’ own homes, the Hospice will 
also be a base for our growing Community Nursing Team.

The private phase of the Capital Appeal to fund the project was 
launched to Trusts and Foundations earlier this year and we are 
starting to receive very positive responses, including a £30,000 

donation from Surrey County Council towards the community café 
area at the Hospice (see the Council News section of the magazine) 
and a six-figure donation from a Trust, which will be announced 
shortly.

We will be launching a Public Appeal in February, where we will be 
asking the local community to be part of “building a new future 
for Hospice care”. Hospice care is funded by the people who live in 
the area, and for the past 20 years we have provided care and been 
supported by people like you – and we would like to thank you all. 
The cost of building the new Hospice and reconfiguring the layout 
at Sam Beare Hospice in Weybridge will be £9.4 million, and we 
hope the people of Surrey will help to make our vision a reality by 
supporting the New Future appeal.

Find out ways to get involved at www.wsbhospices.co.uk/newfuture 
or call 01483 881750 and ask for the Communications Department.

WOKING & 
SAM BEARE 
HOSPICES

By Lorraine Weedon, Marketing  
and Communications Manager

01483 765400       mazzilaundry.com       info@mazzilaundry.com
Mazzi Laundry, Marlborough House, Marlborough Road, Woking , Surrey, GU21 5JG

Minimum order value £15 for 
free collec�on & delivery.

Orders are weighed on collec�on.

Introductory offers are
valid un�l 31st March 2016.
Terms and Condi�ons apply.

20% Discount on
Service Wash, Dry & Ironing
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Sing Gold  
community choir
By Royer Slater

Love singing pop music? Want to have fun? Then Sing Gold is for you!

Do you love singing – perhaps in the shower or while doing household 
chores? Want to have fun singing with others, but you don’t think 
your voice matches up to a choir’s high standards? Can’t be bothered 
with reading music? If so, Goldsworth Park’s community choir Sing 
Gold is for you.

It doesn’t matter if you think you can’t sing: you can just go along and 

have fun.

“We learn songs by ear: pop, folk, show tunes and carols at Christmas,” 

said Malcolm Herbert, who launched the choir in September 2014. “It’s 

all for fun: there’s nothing complicated and no pressure to rehearse to 

a high standard for a performance.”

That’s not to say Sing Gold hasn’t been out and about entertaining 

others. It was invited to sing at the grand opening of Goldwater 

Lodge last year and sang at Woking & Sam Beare Hospices’ “Light Up 

a Life” services in 2014 and 2015 at St Andrew’s Church. In December it 

also had the honour to sing three songs at the first-ever “Community 

Carols by Candlelight” service at St Andrew’s.

Choir members were out singing Christmas carols at Waitrose on 

Goldsworth Park and Sainsbury’s Brookwood store, as well as singing 

for patients at a day care centre and for residents at a nursing home. 

“We love singing together and others clearly enjoy it!” said one choir 

member.

Anyone can turn up at one of Sing Gold’s meetings, held on Tuesdays 

from 7.30 to 9pm at St Andrew’s Church in Goldsworth Park Centre. 

There’s no joining form or subscription, but small donations towards 

running costs are welcome.

For more information call Malcolm on 01483 480425 or visit the Sing 

Gold page on Facebook.

An introduction to...

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CONVEYANCING AND PROBATE PRACTITIONERS 
 

We offer the below services to our clients, conducted in a friendly, professional, 
supportive manner.  We are excellent communicators using both technology and 
traditional standards of service to suit our clients.  

 
PROPERTY LAW SPECIALISTS 

 
SELLING AND/OR  BUYING  A PROPERTY 

 
REMORTGAGES 

 
TRANSFERS 

 
PROBATE 

 
WILLS 

 
DECLARATION OF TRUSTS 

 
LASTING POWERS OF ATTORNEY 

 
COMMISSIONERS FOR OATHS 

 
Please telephone or email for a free estimate or for further information. 

 
Business Hours:           Free parking at both offices  
9am to 5.30pm Monday to Friday 
6 Anchor Crescent, Knaphill,   The Old Estate Office, Wilderness Road,           
Woking, Surrey GU21 2PD   Onslow Village, Guildford GU2 7QR                  
T: 01483 485700 F: 01483 485701 T: 01483 485800 F: 01483 485801                        
E: lyn@lyonsandcompany.co.uk E:Catherine@lyonsandcompany.co.uk               

Our fantastic Woking OFSTED registered nursery has been 
purpose-built to provide a welcoming, friendly and spacious 
environment. With beautiful gardens to play in - come and see 
us to find out how we support your child to learn and develop!

Reasons why parents choose Toad Hall Nursery:

•	 Free funded* places for 2-4 year 
olds with no hidden charges

•	 All staff are First Aid trained
•	 Large outdoor area for 

exploring and fun
•	 Corporate and emergency 

service staff discounts

•	 Individual routine for babies 
with nappies and wipes 
included as standard

•	 Flexible full-time and part-time 
sessions to suit you

•	 All food is nutritious, fresh and 
well-balanced

Toad Hall Nursery, Woking

To arrange a visit or request a brochure, just contact:

      Follow us @ToadHallGroup 
www.toadhall-nursery.co.uk
Recommended on daynurseries.co.uk

Wishbone Way, Goldwater Lodge, Goldsworth Park, Woking GU21 3RT
Tel - 01483 486116  Email - woking@toadhall-nursery.co.uk
       facebook.com/wishbonewaynursery

As strong advocates for the Early Years Foundation Stage framework, 
we also offer FREE extra activities such as music and various sports 
to enhance learning!

CELEBRATING
1 5  Y E A R S
OF CHILDCARE

* Please note that 2 year old funding is subject to criteria - please ask for more information.

Looking for a 

day care nursery?



From the Lakeside
n Roger Westcott is Club Secretary and fishing bailiff working in partnership with Woking Borough Council  
to oversee fishing, monitor fish stocks and other wildlife, and keep the area generally clean and tidy.

Looking back over 2015, I have been 

reflecting on the highs and lows of the past 

twelve months – recalling both the good and 

the not-so-good as a positive foundation for 

the months ahead.

Back in the spring, a pair of swans nested 

on the lake bank, the first time in many a 

year, only to lose their eggs under suspicious 

circumstances. There was a fire on the point 

started by some careless youngsters. And 

who could miss that horrid red-brown algal 

bloom that blighted the scene for much of 

the year. But despite all that, there have 

been plenty of positives to cheer us. Grey 

wagtails successfully nested in the kingfisher 

bank for the second year; almost all the bird 

boxes were home to families of tits, robins 

and even one family of wrens; the grebes 

reared two broods and the coots and the 

moorhens were out to break records. Several 

families made good use of the island despite 

it losing its anchors and being beached for 

a short while. Nearly every branch that 

reached out over the water sported a nest or 

two, all set against the beautiful backdrop of 

the now established marginals, iris waving 

their yellow heads, loosestrife and willow-

herb with pink and purple flowers, reed and 

rush of various greens, all providing a giant 

“candy shop” for an array of flying insects.

2015 also saw the creation of the Goldsworth 

Park Angling Club, which is already 

managing the lake in a more positive way, 

generating funds to maintain the good work 

of the past and make further improvements 

for the future. Much has been done on fish 

stock monitoring and, in October, sixteen 

new mirror carp, such as the 9lb 2oz beauty 

pictured, were introduced. It is hoped that 

these young fish will thrive and contribute 

to future generations of carp. We are also 

looking to stock tench over the coming 

months with the intention of creating a 

healthy balance of mixed species for the 

future.

All in all, 2015 has been a successful year, with 

the positives outweighing the negatives, 

and I am sure that 2016 will meet all our 

expectations.

Finally, do you remember that, in the last 

issue, I mentioned the two tame little ducks? 

No-one has claimed them and they appear to 

have “wised up”, settling into the scene so 

well that it has been decided to let them stay, 

subject to monitoring their safety.

All that is left for me say is that I hope you 

had a great Christmas and to wish you a 

prosperous New Year.

If you would like to know more about the 

Angling Club, you can go online – search 

“Goldsworth Park Lake Fishing” – or give me 

a call on 07779 896393.
8
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Let’s keep saying “hello”
By Royer Slater

How friendly are we in Goldsworth Park? Whether it’s a stroll to the 
shops or an afternoon jaunt, you’re bound to encounter people on 
the way: what a friendlier, happier world it would be if we made 
an effort to smile and say “hello” to them. But it’s become socially 
unacceptable even to make eye contact in busy towns and cities, let 
alone giving someone a friendly greeting.

I brought this up in an article in Goldsworth News a year ago, but 
I thought it was worth touching on once more. Back then several 
people said they were in favour, and for a few weeks I had many 
knowing smiles from friends and acquaintances in anticipation of a 
hearty greeting!

How about you? Please join me in trying this – I know it may be a 
challenge at first: make eye contact, smile and say hello to people 
you pass, even if you don’t know them. A simple smile and greeting 
could be the highlight of that person’s day. They’ll know you noticed 
them and that they matter.

That first bit – making eye contact – is 
challenging. I’m not suggesting you 
try it in a busy town where it might be 
misinterpreted as a threat. Goldsworth 
Park is different because we’re in a 
(relatively small) shared community.

It is impossible with the many who 
walk with their heads down: perhaps they’re shy or wary; some are 
busily typing into a phone. Others are in conversation with people 
walking with them: I wouldn’t dream of intruding into their shared 
business.

When you DO make eye contact, just smile and say “hello!”, “hi!”, 
“morning!” or “afternoon!” In my experience most people respond 
likewise. If they don’t, I hope it’s because they’ve been caught 
off-guard and not that they’re thinking, “Oh no, here’s a nutter 
speaking to me”!

So, if a stranger greets you with a smile and a cheery “hello”, I hope 
you’ll smile back and return the greeting. That person might be me 
– and I’m only trying to be friendly!

A Personal View

HEARTY CONGRATULATIONS to WILFRED JACKSON, a Goldsworth Park Resident and 
D-Day Veteran aged 91 who was among the veterans, many of whom took part in the Normandy Offensive in June 
1944, awarded the “Légion d’honneur” by French Veterans Minister Jean-Marc Todeschini.

Wilfred served with the 146 Field Ambulance, 49th Infantry Division, Royal Army Medical Corps (the Polar Bears).

From an anonymous contributor.

COUNCIL NEWS
Hospice café
Woking Hospice has won a Surrey County Council grant of £30,000 

for a community café tailored for residents and patients/visitors 

with terminal and life-limiting conditions. The café will be the 

initial welcome for all visitors to the hospice, whether patient, 

family, volunteer or community member. It was among the latest 

23 projects to win cash from a fund to help people improve their 

local area.

Goodbye bottle banks 
In a move that will save tax payers £90,000 per year, Woking Borough 

Council is removing the Borough’s paper and glass bottle banks and 

replacing them with upgraded facilities to collect other types of 

recyclables. Three collection facilities, including Goldsworth Park 

Industrial Estate, closed altogether from last November. However 

enthusiastic recyclers can request an additional blue-lidded bin, free 

of charge, if they can’t fit all their recyclables into one bin.

Cash boost for SurreySave 
Loan sharks were dealt another blow when Woking councillors 

approved further funding for community bank SurreySave. A total 

of £50,000 will be released in 2016 to support the scheme, matching 

the sum provided in 2015 from the Council’s Community Fund. 

SurreySave gives people the opportunity to get into the savings 

habit, plus access to affordable short-term loans, meaning they 

don’t have to get involved with loan sharks or face even greater 

financial strife.

The Community Hall at Goldwater Lodge

The perfect setting for your special occasion

Following major renovation, the Community Hall
is now available for one-off or regular bookings.

Seating up to 100 theatre style or standing,
or 70 seated at tables, with a further 25 in the

Snug Bar, a well fitted serving kitchen and fully
staffed bar with very reasonable prices, the

Community Hall is the ideal venue for parties,
receptions, seminars or meetings.

For further information, check out the web-site
www.ourgoldsworthpark.org.uk

call 07958 672203 or email
hallmanager@ourgoldsworthpark.org.uk
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 AURORA TAX SERVICES LTD  
Probate Administration 

Services 
 

Accountancy and Taxation Services  
Accuracy     Integrity     Personal Service 

 
We can help with anything from applying for a Grant of Probate and dealing with the 
Inheritance tax through to dealing with all aspects of the estate. Fees agreed in advance. 
 
Licensed by the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales to carry out the 
reserved legal activity of non‐contentious probate in England and Wales. 
 
Penny Cook is a Chartered Tax Adviser with thirty years’ experience in the profession and for 
a short time with HM Revenue and Customs. She was previously the Partner heading Private 
Client Services with Menzies LLP.  
 

Other services include:  
Income Tax and Capital Gains Tax Planning  

Inheritance Tax Planning  
Tax Return Preparation  

Full Accounting Service including Payroll and VAT Returns  
Accountancy and Tax Services for Trusts and Estates  

Advice for Non Domiciled Individuals and Offshore Trusts  
Tax Consultancy for Professional Practices  

 
 
 
The Studio, 2 Lynwood Close    M:    07814 68 7594   
Woodham, Woking      T:     01932 352 310  
GU21 5TJ          E:     penny@aurorataxservices.co.uk 
 

www.aurorataxservices.co.uk   
 
 

                                                 

Pilates Classes
Ages 30, 40, 50 or more 

all welcome
Thursdays 6-7pm – Woking

Saturdays 9-10am – Goldsworth Park

Contact Bea on 07941 220815 or
Email beasomer@googlemail.com

Burns Night – 25th January
Burns Night is celebrated around 25th January to commemorate 
the life and works of Robert Burns, who was born in 1759 and 
whose best known work is “Auld Lang Syne”.

Burns Night Suppers vary enormously from formal dinners 
with men in highland dress, a piper and whisky toasts to casual 
gatherings of friends (still with whisky toasts!) but there are 
many elements that will be the same.

The Scottish flag, the Saltire, is often displayed at Burns Night 
celebrations – the diagonal cross that represents Saint Andrew, 
the patron saint of Scotland. 

A short but important prayer is said before the meal. The Selkirk 
Grace, sometimes called Burns’ Grace at Kirkcudbright may be 
printed in English, but it is usually recited in Scots.

Some hae meat and canna eat, 
And some wad eat that want it, 
But we hae meat and we can eat, 
And sae the Lord be thankit.

The traditional food associated with Burns Night includes 
cock-a-leekie soup (chicken and leek soup); haggis with neeps 
(mashed turnips or swedes) and tatties (mashed potatoes); 
clootie dumpling (a pudding boiled in a linen cloth or cloot) 
and cheese with bannocks (oatcakes). Whisky is the traditional 
drink.

The evening centres on the entrance of the haggis on a large 
platter preceded by a piper – or to the sound of the bagpipes if 
you can’t find a piper.  When the haggis is on the table, the host 
reads the “Address to a Haggis” and at the end of the reading, 
the haggis is ceremonially cut.

Fair fa’ your honest, sonsie face, 

 Great chieftain o the puddin’-race!

 Aboon them a’ ye tak your place,

 Painch, tripe, or thairm:

 Weel are ye worthy o’ a grace

 As lang’s my arm. 

The groaning trencher there ye fill,

 Your hurdies like a distant hill,

 Your pin wad help to mend a mill

 In time o need,

 While thro your pores the dews distil

 Like amber bead. 

His knife see rustic Labour dight,

 An cut you up wi ready slight,

 Trenching your gushing entrails bright,

 Like onie ditch;

 And then, O what a glorious sight,

 Warm-reekin, rich!

Then, horn for horn, they stretch an strive:

 Deil tak the hindmost, on they drive,

 Till a’ their weel-swall’d kytes belyve

 Are bent like drums;

 The auld Guidman, maist like to rive,

 ‘Bethankit’ hums.

Is there that owre his French ragout,

 Or olio that wad staw a sow,

 Or fricassee wad mak her spew

 Wi perfect scunner,

 Looks down wi sneering, scornfu view

 On sic a dinner?

Poor devil! see him owre his trash,

 As feckless as a wither’d rash,

 His spindle shank a guid whip-lash,

 His nieve a nit;

 Thro bloody flood or field to dash,

 O how unfit!

But mark the Rustic, haggis-fed,

 The trembling earth resounds his tread,

 Clap in his walie nieve a blade,

 He’ll make it whissle;

 An legs an arms, an heads will sned,

 Like taps o thrissle.

Ye Pow’rs, wha mak mankind your care,

 And dish them out their bill o fare,

 Auld Scotland wants nae skinking ware

 That jaups in luggies:

 But, if ye wish her gratefu prayer,

 Gie her a Haggis

The Address to a Haggis by Robert Burns
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The Surrey Job Show
is coming toWoking

Exhibitors
Employers  •  Recruitment Agencies

Training Companies  •  Apprentices Schemes
Colleges and Further Education

Retailers  •  Restaurants  and Local Businesses

Visitors
College Leavers  •  Graduates

Job Seekers  •  Apprentices
Changing career 

or just looking for a  new opportunity

www.surreyjobshow.com
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Seymours. Your local 
property expert.
THINKING OF SELLING YOUR PROPERTY? 

Pop in for a cup of tea and an informal  
chat to find out how Seymours  
in Woking can be your  
property partner.

Sell your home with  
AWARD-WINNING  
PROPERTY MARKETING 
PROFESSIONALS.
Sell your home with  
SEYMOURS.

Contact Franco Orlando  
on 01483 757700 to arrange  
a time to suit you or email  
franco@seymours-woking.co.uk

12 Commercial Way 
Woking, Surrey GU21 6ET

Tel. 01483 757700 (sales) 
Tel. 01483 741300 (lettings)

seymours-estates.co.uk


