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ELECTRICAL/PROPERTY
SERVICES LTD

Electrical contractors & property maintenance services:

• inspection & testing  • fault finding
• consumer unit changed  • lighting & power

07799 098 200 / 01483 730 305
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Hello and welcome to the first edition of Goldsworth News in 2026. I hope 

you are looking forward to brighter, warmer and sunnier days ahead so 

you can get out and about more to enjoy the wonderful environment in 

which we are all lucky enough to live – enjoy and be happy.

I am pleased to share with you all that the popular GPCA quiz is making a return on 

Friday 17th April 7.30pm at Dianthus Upper Deck. Do come along for a fun evening. Further 

details including how to book are in the poster below.

Are you a musician, singer, or part of a group looking for a friendly venue and an 

appreciative audience? If so, Andy’s Out of Hours could be a great opportunity to perform. 

A wide range of musical styles is welcomed, and performers are encouraged and supported. 

The next Out of Hours takes place on Saturday 4th April. Why not take the plunge? Go on 

you know you want to. Further details are in the article on page 4.

Are you looking to borrow a small tool or perhaps a numbered cake tin? If so, take a 

look at the Library of Things poster on page 7 – you may just be able to borrow what you 

are looking for.

I turn now to the upcoming GPCA EGM – see the item below for details. The GPCA 

is currently operating with the minimum number of 3 Trustees allowed to continue it 

to function. One of those Trustees stated at the GPCA 2025 AGM, see report on page 4, 

they will not be seeking re-election at the 2026 AGM. Quite simply this means that if new 

Trustees are not forthcoming the GPCA will not be able to operate to serve you as residents 

of Goldsworth Park. If you want the GPCA to continue please consider becoming a Trustee. 

Contact editor@ourgoldsworthpark.org.uk

Editor’s jottings

GPCA EGM Open Meeting
A GPCA EGM is taking place on Wednesday 29th April 7.00pm The Lodge. The agenda 
is to discuss the future of the GPCA. Please make every effort to attend.
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The AGM of the GPCA was held on the 19th November 2025 
covering a wide range of subjects. GPCA Community Trustee 
Bob Cowell welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

The GPCA Trustees then gave an overview of the GPCA activities 
over the year, which included:
• Laying a wreath at the Remembrance Day service
• �Supplying, erecting and decorating the Christmas tree in the shopping 

centre, with St Andrew’s Church and Goldsworth Park Angling Club
• �Meeting throughout the year with various members of Woking 

Borough Council and Surrey County Council
• Running 3 litter picks 
• �Running the refreshment stall for the Woking and Sam Beare Hospice 

Dragon Boat race day
• �Sponsoring the children’s rides at the Summer Fair organised by the 

Guides and St Andrew’s Church
• Running a quiz – another is being arranged; and
• Providing entertainment at the Goldsworth Christmas market.

The Trustees would like to put on more events but require more 
support to be able to do so. Please contact Dueyna the GPCA Social 
Trustee on social@ourgoldsworthpark.org.uk if you can help.

   The Treasurer’s Report showed that the GPCA incurred a loss for 
the year ending 30th June 2025. The loss is down to the GPCA funding 
the fairground rides for the Goldsworth summer fair, sponsoring the 
bouncy castle at the Lakeview Community Fun Day, attending a First Aid 
course, purchase of seeds for the meadow plus a shortfall in advertising 
revenue in Goldsworth News mainly due to delay in invoicing.   

Bob Challoner then spoke about what he had been going since 
resuming the role of Natural Goldsworth Park project manager. Bob 
informed he is re-establishing contact with Thames Water and has met 
with officials of Woking Borough Council. The Yellow Rattle seeding 
has had some success although the primary test will be in the spring. 
Reinstating the woodpiles is an aim for 2026. Fire lighting, litter in the 

woods and cutting branches to make shelters was reported as being a 
concern.  

Roger Westcott (Goldsworth Park Angling Club) spoke about 
activities supported by the club and about wildlife on Goldsworth 
Park Lake. The club has been operating for 11 years and continues to 
monitor water quality as part of lake maintenance. The most recent 
test was in July 2025 the results of which showed good water quality 
with no evidence of sewage. In recent years straw bales have been 
used to manage water quality however this has been found to not 
improve water quality so will cease. Alternatives are being explored in 
conjunction with Woking Borough Council. The trimming of branches 
will continue over the coming months with timing taking account of 
wildlife requirements. Roger will keep residents updated through 
Goldsworth News. 

Roger closed with a request to visitors to the lake to cut down on 
feeding the wildlife.

As Celia announced that she is not seeking re-election as a Trustee 
at this AGM there was no requirement for any of the remaining 3 
Trustees to seek re-election. Bob Cowell informed the meeting he will 
be standing down as a Trustee and not seeking re-election at the 2026 
AGM. This currently leaves three GPCA Trustees which is the minimum 
requirement under the CIO rules. The Trustees informed the meeting 
that at least one new Trustee would be required at or before the 2026 
AGM to replace Bob when he steps down.

A couple of items were raised under questions from the floor 
with the first covering use of the Community Fund. Councillor Martin 
Sullivan shared that several ideas were being considered including 
a new bench by the surgery, 2 benches by the playground and 2 
benches in Sythwood plus an additional waste bin by the meadow. The 
possibility of Lidl opening a store on the Brockhill site was also raised. 
There was nothing to report as no approach has been made to Woking 
Borough Council for the Brockhill site.

With no further questions from the floor the meeting closed. 
Attendees were invited to join the Trustees for drinks and nibbles.

GPCA AGM 2025

“Life without music is no life at all” wrote Nietzche, and here 
at St Andrew’s music features in many activities that we run.

We’re excited to be in our fifth year of Out of Hours – our regular 
free event for the community, featuring local musicians and artists.

At its heart, Andy’s Out of Hours is about people coming together. 
Relaxed evenings offer a welcoming space to enjoy live music, share 
food, and spend time with others. For many, it’s a chance to meet new 
people, reconnect with neighbours, and build friendships in a warm, 
informal setting.

Whether you’re a regular attendee or visiting for the first time, 
you’ll find a warm welcome, great company, and talented performers 

sharing their music with us. 
Andy’s Out of Hours is always keen to support local talent. If you’re 

a musician, singer, or part of a group looking for a friendly venue 
and an appreciative audience, this could be a great opportunity to 
perform. A wide range of musical styles is welcomed, and performers 
are encouraged and supported.

The next Out of Hours takes place on Saturday, April 4th (the first 
Saturday of every other month.)

If you’re interested in getting involved contact community@
standrewsgwp.org

Andy’s Community Café Out of Hours

NGP’s Project Manager, Bob Challoner, writes:
BIRD FLU
You may have seen recent reports of bird flu cases in the 
Southeast with several dead swans having been found at 
Windsor and Maidenhead, and several swans in those areas 
seen to be suffering symptoms which include:
• Lethargy and weakness
• Loss of coordination/odd movement of the head/neck
• Bleeding from the eyes
• Spinning in circles

Fortunately, we are yet to see any sickness amongst the Lake’s 
waterfowl population, but we should all be aware of the risks of 
inadvertently transmitting the disease. Please ensure when feeding 
the birds that the food is well spread out to prevent overcrowding, 
wash footwear after visiting any waterway, and keep dogs on a 
lead or under close control.

If you happen across any dead birds please report to Woking 
Borough Council which is required to remove them and notify 
DEFRA on 03459 33 55 77 or visit the DEFRA website at https://
www.gov.uk/guidance/report-dead-wild-birds. Sick or dead 
swans can also be reported to Swan Support on 07968 86 81 72. 
NATURAL GOLDSWORTH PARK ACTIVITIES

I had hoped to arrange a residents’ work party at the end of 
February/early March to tackle the Cherry Laurel in the woodland. 
Unfortunately, at the time of writing (end January) I have not been 
able to confirm suitable dates with the landowner, Thames Water, 
and sadly the response from NGP Facebook Group members has 
been disappointing. I will endeavour to set up at least one working 
party later this year.

Cherry Laurel is a large, invasive, fast-growing shrub which 
shades out other plants and due to its toxic nature, is of little 
ecological value. Removal will encourage greater plant diversity.

Natural Goldsworth Park Update



The Goldsworth Park Angling Club 
have been managing angling and 
helping to maintain and care for 
the lake and Brookwood ponds 
since 2015. This also includes their 
habitats and surrounding areas 
which involves undertaking a whole 
range of tasks in order to try to keep 
our park, lake and ponds a healthy, 
safe and tidy haven for us all to 
appreciate and enjoy.

As volunteers there are limitations as 
to what we can or cannot achieve such as 
large tree work or water control, fixing 
broken lights round the lake or repairing 
cracks in the pathways - that’s down to our 
local authorities. However, we do report 
these kinds of issues as they arise. Having 
said that we do undertake much of the 
more day to day management including 
monitoring fish stocks, caring for the 
birdlife, trimming branches, tending reed 
beds, litter picking etc. In more recent 
times we have noted some changes in 
fish behaviour. Is there a problem with 
the lake that we need to understand? Is 
there something in the water we need to 
investigate? To do nothing was not option. 
We had been in contact with Thames 
Water to no avail so we took it upon 
ourselves to run some tests in agreement 
with WBC. So, over this last year or so we 
began making regular checks on water 
quality using specialist equipment capable 
of taking readings of water temperature, 
dissolved oxygen, ammonia levels, nitrates-
nitrites etc. We also took both water and 

silt samples from several areas of the lake 
for laboratory testing in order to try to 
understand how healthy the lake is and to 
check if the fish were OK.

Other questions to answer were: Is 
there any health risks that we should be 
aware of? What about the fish or the birds 
or all forms of life that rely on water? Is our 
lake in good order bearing in mind that it is 
at the end of the day a hole in the ground 
designed to take surface water, road run 
off as a flood defence for Goldsworth Park 
and the surrounding area?

I’m sure you will appreciate these tests 
came with considerable time and cost to 
the club. Our findings to date have proven 
to be most beneficial for us all, in that first 
and foremost the water offers NO risk to 
human health than any other open body of 
water - this is great news indeed. However, 
it was noted that alga levels were very 
high particularly in warmer weather and 
oxygen levels within the water were at 
times very low typically at night time which 
is detrimental to fish and invertebrate life. 
The silt samples did show high levels of 
phosphorus which may well be attributed 
to decaying organic matter such as leaf fall, 
plant life, etc. Also other materials from 
road run off were noted such as rubber, 
petroleum, some heavy metals which are 
to be expected plus rooting food stuffs. 

So is there anything we can or should 
do to help alleviate some of the issues 
within our findings. The simple answer 
to that is yes. The club has made the 

decision to cease placing some forty barley 
strew bails into the lake in order to help 
combat alga growth. Instead, we will use 
a liquid form of barley which will achieve 
the same goal. You may remember the 
floating island on the lake, at present not 
in use but not for much longer. We plan 
to convert it into an aeration station run 
by solar panels pumping oxygen throw air 
stones placed out in the most central part 
of the lake. It will be silent running and 
low maintenance yet a very efficient way 
of improving dissolved oxygen in water. 
We will also remove as much fallen debris 
on the water as is possible particularly in 
the autumn. As for what comes through 
the drainage system sadly that we cannot 
control but there is one more thing we 
can all do to help preserve our wonderful 
lake and that is and yes, I know I have 
mentioned it many times before is to stop 
feeding the wildfowl tons of bread. It has 
no nutritional value for the birds and is 
detrimental to the quality of the water. 
Out of interest our study showed quite 
clearly that phosphorus levels were found 
highest in the bay closest to the car park 
where most people feed the birds. Using 
small amounts of bird pellet will, I am sure, 
go a long way in keeping the birds and 
lake the healthier for it.

We hope you have found this of interest 
to the point that when visiting the lake or 
ponds you see us busying ourselves do stop 
and say “Hi” and if you have any questions 
please ask away.

From the Lakeside
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GOLDSWORTH PARK AFTER THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
REORGANISATION

As a past Chair of the Goldsworth Park Community Association 
(GPCA), having spent nearly 30 years working in various capacities with 
the GPCA on behalf of the community, I am concerned about the impact 
on Goldsworth Park of the Local Government Reorganisation in Surrey.

You may be aware that Surrey County Council and all the Surrey 
Borough Councils are being disbanded and replaced with two unitary 
authorities – East Surrey and West Surrey on 1st April 2027. Woking 
will be in West Surrey and elections for the shadow West Surrey 
Council will be held on Thursday 7 May 2026. West Surrey Council 
will have 45 electoral Wards, a significant reduction on the present 
number, meaning wards will be larger than before and Goldsworth 
Park will be a casualty in this reorganisation.

For the last 10 years, Goldsworth Park has been a separate Ward 
with its own three Woking Borough Councillors. Surrey County 
Council retained the earlier arrangement where Goldsworth Park was 
split in two with half combined with Knaphill in the West and the 
other half with Horsell in the East. Under the new unitary West Surrey 
Council Goldsworth Park will lose its individuality when it is again split 
between Knaphill & West Goldsworth Ward and East Goldsworth & 
Horsell Village Ward. 

The GPCA has always had positive relationships with both its 

Woking Borough and Surrey County Councillors. The Surrey County 
Councillors, although each representing a large area, have worked 
together to respond favourably to requests for support from the GPCA. 
However, there are active Residents Associations in Horsell and Knaphill 
which will be promoting the needs of their communities and the GPCA, 
which seems to have very little support from the community now, may 
not be able to get its voice heard.

The Government wants the new unitary councils to give 
communities more say through local Neighbourhood Area Committees 
(NACs) bringing together local Councillors, the Voluntary Community 
Social Enterprise sector, health and police representatives, schools, 
businesses, and community groups, with the aim of dealing with local 
issues and discussing priorities. It is not clear how large these “Local 
Neighbourhood Areas” will be, but if they are based on Wards, the GPCA 
will be hard pressed to maintain its involvement in two Committees.

Goldsworth Park needs a strong and active Community Association 
to protect and promote its interests in the new unitary council.  If you 
want Goldsworth Park to have the representation it deserves, don’t be 
one of those people who says, “someone should do something about 
that”; step up to the mark and support the GPCA by offering your 
services – they are always looking for help.  
Irene Watson
Chair, GPCA 2013 – 2022

Editor response: The GPCA EGM being held on Wednesday the 29th April 2026 7.00pm at The Lodge will cover both the need for more active 
involvement in the GPCA (including the pressing need for additional Trustees) plus NACs.

Letter from a resident
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1st Goldsworth Park 
Scout Group 2025 Winter  
Update
Scouts launch new Squirrels group in 
Goldsworth Park
1st Goldsworth Park Scout Group has 
opened its first scouting section for 
children aged 4-6, called “Squirrels”. 
Their group is called a “Squirrel Drey”.

Like their older fellow scouts, Squirrels 
work on skills for life, completing four 
challenge badges and two or more 
additional activity badges in pursuit of 
their main award, the Chief Scout Acorn. 

Our Squirrels had a busy first term: they 
met the local Police Community Support 
Officer (PCSO) and saw a police car, 
planted spring bulbs, made bird feeders, 
cooked bread twists on a campfire, and 
played lots of games. They also attended 
the December “Squirrel Scurry” – meeting 
fellow squirrels from across Woking – for 
Christmas crafting and activities. This 
coming term will be no less busy, as they 
learn about space, first aid and the Chinese 
New Year.

We currently have a couple of squirrel 
spaces available, but would like to 
offer more; this will depend on getting 
additional volunteers. To discuss this please 
email gsl.gpark@gmx.com. With Squirrels 
you see the difference you are making. 
It’s just a couple of hours a week and you 
don’t need to do every session. 

A new Explorer Scouts Unit in 
Goldsworth Park

Due to increased demand, Woking Explorer 
Scouts has launched a new Explorer Scout 
Unit called “Argonauts” in Goldsworth Park, 
for young people aged 14 to 17. Meeting 
in the Generation Centre, it is the first new 
Explorer Scout Unit in Woking since 2002.

Explorer Scouts provide adventure, 
teamwork and practical experiences that 
help young people build confidence and 
develop skills for life as they move towards 
adulthood.

The young people chose Argonauts as 
their unit’s name, after the Argonauts of 
Greek mythology who sailed in the ship 
Argo to search for the Golden Fleece. The 
Explorers also designed a scarf for their 
Unit, choosing gold and blue with a navy 
border to reflect Goldsworth Park, the local 
lake and the Argonauts’ adventurous spirit. 
One of the new Explorers said: “Choosing 
the name and designing the scarf ourselves 
made it feel like our Unit straight away. 

We’ve already done loads of different 
activities, and it’s been really fun getting 
to know people from other schools.”

The Argonauts’ autumn term was full 
of activity, including district competitions, 
community events and camps, volunteering 
for the RBL Poppy Appeal, attending the 
Remembrance Sunday event, and joining 
a large-scale spy-themed challenge that 
ended in an overnight stay at the Secret 
Nuclear Bunker in Kelvedon Hatch.

   Through fun, challenge and adventure, 
Scouts offers a youth provision recognised 
worldwide. As opportunities for young 
people continue to grow, so too does the 
need for adult volunteers to support them.

Scouting in Woking has grown 
significantly over the past year and now 
supports six Explorer Scout Units, with 
around 160 Explorers across the district.

If you are interested in joining or 
volunteering, please visit the Scouts 
website at www.scouts.org.uk.
Akela (Hilary) Cub Leader

Goldsworth Scouts, Guides and Explorer Units support Royal British Legion appeal
Local Scouts, Guides and Explorer Units assisted on a Royal 
British Legion (RBL) table in the Goldsworth Park shopping 
centre on the two Saturdays prior to Remembrance Day.

They raised a fantastic £2259.08 through donations given in 
exchange for poppies and other RBL items.

The RBL thanked to the Goldsworth Park community and 
shoppers, saying: “Your support for the Armed Forces community 
helps us to fight for them, campaign for them, and remember 
their unique contribution. Our life-changing work would not be 
possible without our supporters’ commitment and generosity.”

Goldsworth Park Scout Group

Goldsworth Park Girlguiding
Join the Brownies and 
Rainbow!
Goldsworth Park Guides would love 
to welcome new members to its units 
Brownie and Rainbow units this term. 
Brownie units (for ages 7-10) meet on 
Mondays, Tuesdays or Fridays from 
6pm-7:30pm, while Rainbows (ages 
5-7) meet from 4.45pm-5.45pm on the 
same weekdays. Members will have 

opportunities to learn new skills and 
enjoy a range of experiences whilst 
making new friends.

Unfortunately there are no vacancies 
for new Girl Guides. 

In celebrating 100 years of Thinking 
Day, they will join Girlguiding groups 
around the world in recognising friendship, 
community, and the opportunities guiding 
creates for girls everywhere. Alongside 
this, rehearsals are well underway for their 

Guide and Scout Gang Show on Saturday 
25th April. All the young people enjoy the 
opportunity to perform to a live audience 
whilst raising vital funds for the upkeep of 
the Generation Centre, their building in 
the community.

For more information on joining a 
Rainbow unit or Brownie unit or to get 
involved as a volunteer, please contact 
gpbrownies4@hotmail.co.uk.

Goldsworth Park Scout & Guides

More investituresFirst mtg
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INDOOR CAR BOOT
TABLE TOP SALE

Raising funds for our
Guides & Scouts Head Quarters

 

SAT 14th

MARCH 2026
    

09:00 (8:00 sellers) – 12:30 

The Generation Centre, 
off Denton Way Goldsworth Park
Scout & Guides HQ. GU21 3LG 

Sellers £10 per space ~ local parking available
Buyers’ FREE entry

Contact: Akela on 07762 935300 
to reserve your table.

• 16 progs. incl. Eco Programme

• Steam hygiene, rapid option

• Anti-stain tech, 24-hour delay

• H85 x W59.5 x D54cm

• 15 progs. incl. Quick Wash

• ActiveCare tech, delay timer

• Child lock, range of cycles

• H85 x W59.5 x D60.5cm

NSWE7469WSUK NM11948WSAUK

£319 .99 £369 .99

1400 Spin 
7kg
Washing 
Machine

1400 Spin 
9kg
Washing 
Machine

Only Only
10 Year Parts
A Energy Rating

10 Year Parts
A Energy Rating

Terms and conditions apply. Sold as an agent of Euronics Limited. All rights reserved.
All offers are subject to availability while stocks last. Delivery and Installation charges may apply.

Exclusions and radius apply. See in store for full details.
Images for illustration purposes only. Copyright Euronics 2026.

Price Match Guarantee  |  Super Service  |  Expert Knowledge

YOUR LOCAL SUPERSTORE

01483 475000 • rsmdomesticappliances.com

1-2 Albion Parade, High Street 
Knaphill, Woking GU21 2PS
Also in Guildford and Epsom Downs

Shop Local
at your independent
electrical retailer

MORE
GREAT 

OFFERS  
IN-STORE

Have you thought of taking up lawn bowls? Two local clubs 
are holding free Open Days this spring, when you meet the 
coaches, play bowls and chat with members about the club. 
The Open Day details are shown below, so take your pick 
and see how you get on! In addition to friendly and league 
bowls matches, both clubs also hold a variety of social events 
throughout the year and Woking Park Bowling Club offers 
shortmat bowls during the winter.

Woking Park Bowling Club offers a welcome to new bowlers of 
all abilities from 10:30am to 12:30pm, also on Saturday 26th April. 
Just turn up in flat soled shoes or trainers – the club will provide 
the bowls and no experience is necessary. The Club is within 
Woking Park, Kingfield Road, Woking GU22 9BA. The web site is 
wokingparkbowlsclub.hitssports.com. For more details call Carole 
on 07720 471318 or email wokingparkbowls@gmail.com

Horsell Bowling Club’s invites novice and experienced bowlers 
to try out their bowling skills anytime from 9.30 am and 12.30 pm 
on Saturday 2nd May. No experience or booking is necessary and 
all equipment will be provided – just wear flat shoes. It’s friendly, 
it’s fun and will help keep you fit. The Club is in Queen Elizabeth 
Gardens, High Street, Horsell GU21 4SS, next to the Village Hall 
and opposite The Crown. Its web site is horsellbowlingclub.co.uk. 
If you have any questions, contact Pam on 07967 001405 or email 
pamlaw63@hotmail.com

Local Bowling Clubs 
Open Days
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News from St Andrew’s by Revd Scott Smith
‘Are you the Swan man?’
I was hard at work in our church café when my quiet was interrupted.
Taken a little by surprise, I looked up and answered, ‘No, I’m the Vicar.’
‘Oh,’ came the reply, ‘of which church?’
A little more surprised, I said, ‘This one. The one you’re standing in.’

Over the last three years, I have had a few conversations in a 
similar vein, with some people seemingly unaware that there is a 
parish church at the very heart of Goldsworth Park. 

Other conversations have asked me who the ‘Andy’ is that our 
café is named after. I must admit that it took me over a year to work 
out that it’s (now obviously) linked to St Andrew, and not the name 
of person who runs it… ‘Loving God with all our heart and reflecting 
God’s heart to Goldsworth Park and beyond,’ is what St Andrew’s is 
all about. 

It’s what St Andrew’s has been about since 1977 when the church 
began meeting in a lounge and it’s continued since 1988 when St 
Andrew’s started meeting in its current building (just across from 
Waitrose). All of which is to say that, you may have noticed the new 
signs that have recently appeared on the church building, and which 
is the culmination of an eighteen-month project. Part of the aim of 
the project has been to ensure that people are aware that we are 
here, and especially to know that we are here for all the community 
of Goldsworth Park.

You’ll know if you glance at the ‘Dates for your diary’ pages of 
this magazine, that there is always a lot going on in the life of St 
Andrew’s, much of it community-focused, all of it looking to reflect 
God’s heart to Goldsworth Park and beyond.

We have groups for all ages, from our ‘Bump & Beyond’ and 
Toddler ministries, to our Senior’s events, live music evenings as well 
as our café space which opens every Tuesday-Thursday morning  
and hosts our Art and Craft groups. As well, in partnership with the 
NHS, we also run a monthly Hearing Aid maintenance clinic called 
‘Hear Here.’ 

Beneath all of our community-facing ministries, is a church family 
which gathers to worship God together and become more like Jesus 
week-by-week. You are warmly invited and very welcome to come 
along any Sunday at 10am.

As it’s been said, the church is the only body that exists primarily 
for the benefit of those who are not its members, and that is certainly 
true of St Andrew’s as we look to be outward facing, serving and 
caring for everyone who calls Goldsworth Park home.

Early in April (Sunday, April 5th) we’ll gather to celebrate Easter 
together. 

On Good Friday we remember the very darkest of days with Jesus’ 
execution on a Roman cross, outside the walls of Jerusalem, and 
seemingly outside the bounds of God’s care.
Two days later though and the brightest of days breaks through with 
the dawn. 
Jesus’ body is no longer in the grave where it was laid. 

He is Risen.
Death no longer has any hold on Him.

After His resurrection, there are a further 
forty-days of appearances, proof to an 
astonished world that death is defeated and 
the way to God is open forever. It’s the ultimate 
good news story.

Easter remains the great turning point of 
history, and the greatest Christian festival. The 
time when God gave up his own life to defeat 
death and restore hope for us all.

You are very welcome to join us this Easter at St Andrew’s to 
celebrate this very good news. There are a variety of different services 
at which you’d be very welcome.

Easter 2026 at St Andrew’s
Monday, 30th March 10am | ‘Messy’ Easter – A time to celebrate 
the story of Easter with crafts, activities, music and food. Aimed at 
Primary-school aged children and families. 
Thursday, 2nd April 7:30pm | A service of Holy Communion on 
Maundy Thursday.
Friday, 3rd April 11am | Join with ‘Churches Together in Woking’ 
in Jubilee Square, Woking.
Friday, 3rd April 2pm | ‘An Hour At The Cross’ on Good Friday: 
A simple, reflective service with readings and quiet.
Sunday, 5th April 10am | Altogether Easter Day Celebration 
with Holy Communion.

Our prayer at St Andrew’s is that (however you celebrate this 
Easter), you would know the great love that God has for you, and the 
new life on offer through Jesus. 

With every blessing.

Scott

EASTER

www.standrewsgwp.org

St Andrew’s

 Maundy Thursday Communion
Thursday 2nd April 7:30pm

All Together 
Easter Day Celebration
Sunday 5  April 10:00amth

at

Easter Messy Church
Monday 30th March 10:00am

A Reflective 
Good Friday Service

Friday 3rd April 2:00pm

Worship the King
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Goldsworth Park, and half of Surrey, will be voting for a 
brand-new West Surrey Council on Thursday 7 May. This 
new council will stretch from Staines to Farnham. It will be 
responsible for the services currently delivered by Woking 
and other borough councils and Surrey County Council.

If you live to the West of Goldsworth Park you will be in Knaphill 
and Goldsworth Park. To the East you will be part of Goldsworth 
East and Horsell Village. Each of these areas will elect 2 councillors. 

Brockhill has now sadly been demolished but there has not been 

a planning application from Lidl.

Woking is currently procuring a new waste 
contract as the existing one runs out before 
the new council would be able to set one up. 
Our waste will still be collected in the same 
way, even though new government rules on 
recycling start in April. Woking already collects all that is required, 
but we don’t separate paper and card from other dry recycling. As a 
change would be too costly at this stage we can carry on as we are.

News from Ann-Marie Barker

A personal view� Royer Slater
Imagine this: it’s peaceful outside as the sky brightens in 
the east to herald a new day. Suddenly a voice to your left 
shouts “Get outa my space! Oi, you! Scarper!”

Meanwhile to your right a solo voice shouts seductively: “Come 
on girls, I’m the guy you want – handsome, hunky and hot! And you 
can rely on me to help raise your family!” In front of you numerous 
voices call excitedly: “We’re over here – come and join us!” 

That’s the essence of bird-speak! Birdsong is one of the most 
beautiful and awe-inspiring parts of springtime. Each species 
has its own sounds, songs and rules: robins sing to talk to other 
robins, not to blackbirds. But to us birdsong just sounds musical, 
captivating and uplifting.

Some of what we call birdsong is done to be sociable with 
other birds of their species (so “birds of a feather flock together”). 
And there are the tweets, trills, chirps, quacks and honks that birds 
make throughout the year during feeding, foraging and flight, or 
when a flock settles down for the night. 

However, birdsong’s main function during the breeding season 
– late January until July – is for the singer to be a successful breeder 
either by marking a territory or calling to attract a mate. It’s when 
they sing the longest.

Singing requires effort and energy, so they sing at dawn and 
dusk when the air is often much stiller and sounds carry further. 
With less background noise early on, their song can carry up to 
twenty times as far.

While many birds sing throughout the day, it’s as the morning 
light breaks that many different birds perform together. It’s what 
we call the dawn chorus. Our resident birds are in song by mid-
March, then millions of migrant birds add their songs as they 
arrive here from Africa for the summer.

The dawn chorus isn’t 
a free-for-all, as different 
species know when to 
join in the symphony. The 
first start singing about an 
hour before sunrise. Act 
one is performed by wrens, 
dunnocks and robins – 
the earliest to warm up. 
The stars of act two are 
blackbirds, song-thrushes 
and skylarks.   

Act three is presented 
by the chiffchaff, chaffinch, 

wood pigeon and collared dove. Finally, act four features the blue 
tit, long tailed tit, great tit, goldcrest and tree sparrow.

There’s also a chorus at dusk, but it’s much quieter: some birds, 
including blue tits and tree sparrows, prefer to sing at that time 
of day.   

Sunday 4th May is International Dawn Chorus Day when the 
public is encouraged to rise early to listen to bird song. Ideally 

you would be ready with a cup of something 
warm around 5am to catch the first birdsong. 
It reaches its peak by around 6:30am.

It’s easy to enjoy one 
of nature’s wonderful 
free shows: just open your 
window at around dawn, 
especially from April 
onwards, and listen to the 
glorious dawn chorus. It 
doesn’t matter where you 
happen to be or if you can’t 
identify the birds taking 
part – it’s a beautiful, 
uplifting sound!

Quiz Night
???

Friday 17th April 2026
7.30pm
at Dianthus Upper Deck,
Wishbone Way

£7 per person

Email social@ourgoldsworthpark.org.uk
to book your place

Teams of 6-8

Bar on the night

Photo: gardenbirdwatching.com

Photo: gardenbirdwatching.com
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Dates for your diary
Regular Events
*Events marked with an asterisk, and possibly others too, may take a break 
during school holidays. We recommend checking with the organisers.

 WARM WELCOME Tuesdays, drop in 9am–midday | Friendly 
chat and company on in Andy’s Community Café at Goldsworth Park 
Centre. Free entry and with free tea, coffee and biscuits.

 COFFEE AND CHAT First, third and fifth Tuesdays of each 
month, drop in 10.30am–midday | Conversation and company at  
Warm Welcome in Andy’s at Goldsworth Park Centre. Church pastoral 
assistants are available to offer support to those struggling in any way.

 TODDLER GROUPS Wednesdays, drop in 10am–11.30am* | 
With toys and ride-ons, crafts and singing. Run by St Andrew’s Church 
during school term times, in A2 Youth & Community Centre (next 
to the church). These are drop-in groups but entry may have to be 
restricted if max number is reached. Optional donation £2 per family. 
Details: email toddlers@standrewsgwp.org

 BUMP & BEYOND Fridays, drop in 10am–11.30am |  
Relaxed group for parents-to-be and parents with babies not yet 
walking. Offers support and opportunities to make friends and 
share experiences. Fun for babies with toys and activities. Run by 
St Andrew’s Church in Andy’s Café (or the A2 Centre if there is an 
event in the church). Optional donation £1 per family. Details: email 
bumpandbeyond@standrewsgwp.org

 SING GOLD Wednesdays, 2pm to 3.30pm | Goldsworth Park’s 
Community Choir meets to have fun singing songs of all kinds in the 
Chapel at St Andrew’s Church, GP Centre.

 WOKING YOUTH Wednesdays, 6.30pm–8.30pm | Drop-in for 
young people aged 11-19 in Lakeview Community Centre, Tracious 
Close. See www.wokingyouth.org.uk for details. Volunteers needed to 
help at sessions: for info please email admin@wokingyouth.org.uk

 YOUTH EVENING Alternate Fridays, 7.30pm–9pm* | For 
young people aged 11–16, with games and activities, and a termly trip 
out. Run by St Andrew’s Church in the A2 Youth & Community Centre at  
GP Centre. For information and dates email youth@standrewsgwp.org.

 LIFT UP TOGETHER Thursdays, 12pm–3.30pm | Social self-
support group aiming to destigmatise mental health issues in a safe 
environment. With lunch, newspapers and magazines and activities 
such as bingo, quizzes and games, in Lakeview Community Centre, 
Tracious Close.

 ANDY’S COMMUNITY CAFÉ Wednesdays and Thursdays, 
10am–12pm (during term times) | We serve great barista coffees, a 
selection of teas, scrummy cakes and toast. Toddler-friendly play space 
with train track, books and toys, free Wi-Fi, comfy sofas or tables to 
work from, dog friendly. Andy’s is on the ground floor at St Andrew’s 
Church, GP Centre, GU21 3LG. Details: www.standrewsgwp.org/andys

 CRAFT GROUP Thursdays, 10am–11.30am* | With a variety of 
craft activities in Andy’s Community Café. Materials provided, all FREE.

 ART GROUP Thursdays, 10am–12pm | Creativity, conversation 
and coffee. All abilities welcome. Meet and make friends in Andy’s 
Community Café. Materials provided, all FREE. The event does not 
take place when the leader is away, so it’s recommended you check 
with the St Andrew’s Church office on 01483 723879.

 BOAT TRIPS ON THE BASINGSTOKE CANAL – The Basingstoke  
Canal Society owns two passenger boats providing pleasure trips on 
the Basingstoke Canal. Kitty operates from Town Wharf in Woking, 
while John Pinkerton II operates from Odiham. For details and 
bookings visit basingstoke-canal.org.uk

 THE LIGHTBOX – Tuesdays to Sundays, times vary (closed 
Mondays and Bank Holidays) | Art exhibitions (changed regularly), 
Woking’s Story (museum) plus workshops for adults and families with 
young children. visit thelightbox.org.uk or call 01483 737800.

 WOKING REPAIR CAFÉ operated by Woking Environment 
Action (WEAct). | Volunteers offer free repairs for small electricals/
mechanicals, battery-operated clocks, ceramics, small items of 
furniture, toys, computers, garden tools, clothing and textiles. 
Donations welcome to help cover running costs. Only items that  
can be carried by one person will be accepted. No petrol-driven  
items. If possible, email beforehand with details of what you wish to  
bring: wokingrepaircafe@gmail.com. Open 10am; last entry 12.30pm, 
monthly on Saturdays: 14th March Trinity Methodist Church GU21 
4LH; 11th April Old Woking Community Centre GU22 9AT. See 
wokingenvironmentaction.com for later dates.

Diary Dates
March

 WEDNESDAY 4 MARCH Hearing aid clinic: drop in from 
1pm–3pm | NHS hearing aid general maintenance including 
cleaning retubing, general advice and free NHS batteries. St 
Andrew’s Church, GP Centre. Free service run by NHS-trained 
volunteers. For details visit www.standrewsgwp.org/hearing

 FRIDAY 6 MARCH Trefoil Guild, 7.30pm–9.30pm | Monthly 
meeting for current and past Guiders who enjoy meeting like-
minded folk. The Generation Centre, GP Centre, Denton Way.

 SATURDAY 7 MARCH Woking Borough Council 
Councillors Surgery, 11am –12pm | Meet your local councillors 
in Quackers Café, Wishbone Way, Woking GU21 3RT.

 TUESDAY 10 MARCH Sacred Songs, 11am-11.45am | We’ll 
sing a popular hymn, explore the story behind it and the meaning 
behind the words. There will also be time to chat. St Andrew’s 
Church, GP Centre. Details: email community@standrewsgwp.org 
or call 01483 723879.

 SATURDAY 14 MARCH Indoor Car Boot Table Top Sale, 
9pm–12.30pm | Free entry for buyers. The Generation Centre 
(next to the church) at Goldsworth Park Centre, GU21 3LG. Sellers: 
Contact Akela on 07762 935300 to reserve your table. £10 per 
space; set up from 8am; local parking available.

April
 WEDNESDAY 1 APRIL Hearing aid clinic: drop in from 

1pm–3pm | NHS hearing aid general maintenance including 
cleaning retubing, general advice and free NHS batteries. St 
Andrew’s Church, GP Centre. Free service run by NHS-trained 
volunteers. For details visit www.standrewsgwp.org/hearing

 THURSDAY 2 APRIL Seniors’ Event | Time and details to be 
advised. Free (donations accepted). In Andy’s Community Café 
(within St Andrew’s Church). For details call the church office 
01483 723879.

 FRIDAY 3 APRIL Trefoil Guild, 7.30pm–9.30pm | Monthly 
meeting for current and past Guiders who enjoy meeting like-
minded folk. The Generation Centre, GP Centre, Denton Way. 

 SATURDAY 4 APRIL Woking Borough Council Councillors 
Surgery, 11am –12pm | Meet your local councillors in Quackers 
Café, Wishbone Way, Woking GU21 3RT.

 SATURDAY 4 APRIL Andy’s ‘Out of Hours’, 7.30pm–
10pm | Live music and entertainment in the comfort of Andy’s 
Community Cafe, with licensed bar and food. Tickets FREE 
(donations accepted) but book here: tinyurl.com/andysooh

 FRIDAY 17 APRIL GPCA Quiz Night | Teams of 6-8. £1 per 
person. Bar on the night; at Dianthus Upper Deck, Wishbone Way, 
GU21 3RT. See poster on page 3. To reserve your place mail social@
ourgoldsworthpark.org.uk

 SATURDAY 25 APRIL “Encounter” free local youth event 
| Young people in school years 7 to 13 can meet and hear about 
God in a different way. Join us for food, fun, games, talk and 
worship. Years 7-11 from 6.30pm-9pm: refreshments, games and 
socialising, then lively worship and a guest speaker. For those aged 
over 16, we have Encounter Extra from 9pm-10pm - an opportunity 
to go deeper. Encounter is organised by Goldsworth Park-based 
charity Engage Woking Schools and supported by St Andrew’s 
Church. For more info email Patrick at youth@standrewsgwp.org 
or visit www.instagram.com/engagewoking
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 SATURDAY 25 APRIL Guides and Scouts Gang Show 
| Two performances 1pm and 6pm at the Generation Centre, 
Goldsworth Park Centre. Tickets £7 per seat, raising funds for the 
upkeep of the Generation Centre, our building in the community. 
Tickets must be bought in advance; to buy please email 
gpbrownies4@hotmail.co.uk 

 SATURDAY 25 APRIL Woking Park Bowling Club Open 
Day 10.30am to 12.30pm | See article on page 7 for more 
details. visit www.instagram.com/engagewoking

 WEDNESDAY 29 APRIL GPCA EGM 7.00pm | The Lodge, 
Goldsworth Park. See item on page 3 for more details.

May
 FRIDAY 1 MAY Trefoil Guild, 7.30pm–9.30pm | Monthly 

meeting for current and past Guiders who enjoy meeting like-
minded folk. The Generation Centre, GP Centre, Denton Way. 

 SATURDAY 2 MAY Woking Borough Council Councillors 
Surgery, 11am –12pm | Meet your local councillors in Quackers 
Café, Wishbone Way, Woking GU21 3RT.

 SATURDAY 2 MAY Horsell Bowling Club Public Open 
Day, 9.30am–12.30pm | See article on page 7 for more details. 

 WEDNESDAY 6 MAY Hearing aid clinic: drop in from 
1pm–3pm | NHS hearing aid general maintenance including 
cleaning retubing, general advice and free NHS batteries. St 
Andrew’s Church, GP Centre. Free service run by NHS-trained 
volunteers. For details visit www.standrewsgwp.org/hearing

 SUNDAY 10 MAY Messy Church, 3pm–5pm | Join us 
for fun, crafts, games, songs and food. Aimed at families with 
children aged 4-10 (primary school age), but older/younger 
siblings are welcome). St Andrew’s Church, GP Centre. 

 FRIDAY 29 MAY Seniors’ Event | Time and details to be advised.  
Free (donations accepted). In Andy’s Community Café (within St 
Andrew’s Church). For details call the church office 01483 723879.

June
 WEDNESDAY 5 JUNE Hearing aid clinic: drop in from 

1pm–3pm | NHS hearing aid general maintenance including 
cleaning retubing, general advice and free NHS batteries. St 
Andrew’s Church, GP Centre. Free service run by NHS-trained 
volunteers. For details visit www.standrewsgwp.org/hearing

 FRIDAY 5 JUNE Trefoil Guild, 7.30pm–9.30pm | Monthly 
meeting for current and past Guiders who enjoy meeting like-
minded folk. The Generation Centre, GP Centre, Denton Way. 

 SATURDAY 6 JUNE Woking Borough Council Councillors 
Surgery, 11am–12pm | Meet your local councillors in Quackers 
Café, Wishbone Way, Woking GU21 3RT.

 SATURDAY 6 JUNE Andy’s ‘Out of Hours’, 7.30pm–
10pm | Live music and entertainment in the comfort of Andy’s 
Community Cafe, with licensed bar and food. Tickets FREE 
(donations accepted) but book here: tinyurl.com/andysooh

 SAVE THE DATE! SATURDAY 27 JUNE Goldsworth Park 
Summer Fair | Full details will be provided in the summer issue 
of Goldsworth News. 

Local Organisations in Goldsworth Park
 GOLDSWORTH PARK GUIDES AND SCOUTS  

Meetings are in The Generation Centre at The Goldsworth Park 
Community & Shopping Centre. 
GUIDES: Rainbows (ages 5-7) – Monday, Tuesday and Friday 4.45pm 
to 5.45pm; Brownies (ages 7-10) – Monday, Tuesday and Friday 6pm 
to 7.30pm; Guides (ages 10+) – Tuesday 7.45pm to 9.15pm.  
Contact: Hannah Lambart on 01483 766001 or email  
gpbrownies4@hotmail.co.uk
SCOUTS: Beavers (ages 6-8) – Wednesday 5pm to 6pm; Cubs (ages 
8-10) – Thursday 5.45pm to 7.15pm; Scouts (ages 10+) – Thursday 
7.30pm to 9.00pm. Contact: Dave Morris on 07985 684086 or 
email gsl.gpark@gmx.com. Leaders/helpers needed so they can 
accommodate young people on the waiting list: please contact  
Dave to discuss.

 GOLDSWORTH PARK RANGERS FOOTBALL CLUB
Grassroots football opportunities for boys and girls, based at 
Goldsworth Park Recreation Ground. Details: visit gprfc.org or 
email clubsecretary@gprfc.org

 SEA CADETS WOKING
Through activities and adventures, we learn teamwork, respect, 
loyalty, self-confidence, commitment, self-discipline, honesty and 
how to be the best version of ourselves. We meet at the Dianthus 
Building, Wishbone Way GU21 3RT. Sea Cadets (ages 12-18) – 
Mondays and Thursdays 7pm-9pm; Junior Cadets (ages 10-12) – 
Mondays 7pm-9pm; Royal Marines Cadets (13-18) – Mondays and 
Thursdays 7pm-9pm. Details: visit www.sea-cadets.org/woking or 
email info@wokingseacadets.org.uk or call 01483 901909.

 WOKING HOCKEY CLUB
With many teams (men’s, ladies, mixed, youth and touring sides), 
plus “back to hockey” sessions, the clubs offer hockey to players 
of any ability. Details: www.wokinghc.com or email  
secretary@wokinghc.com 

 GOLDSWORTH PARK BADMINTON CLUB
The club seeks new members who currently play or are thinking 
of restarting badminton. Meets every Saturday, 1pm-3pm in 
Woking High School Sports Hall. The club plays with feather 
shuttles and has a friendly but strong level of badminton whilst 
enjoying the fun and social side. Details email  
paulrussell01@aol.com

 FOSTERS BADMINTON CLUB
A mixed, friendly and competitive club for those looking for 
competitive badminton. Meets every Monday, 7pm to 9 pm in 
Woking High School Sports Centre. The club plays with feather 
shuttles and has men’s and mixed league teams. Details email 
dave@daveglynnmanagement.co.uk

 ST ANDREW’S CHURCH
Goldsworth Park’s friendly, community-focussed parish church, 
at the heart of Goldsworth Park near the shops. Our church 
family is made up of all ages and backgrounds from a variety of 
nationalities and cultures. We’d love to welcome you at a Sunday 
service in our upstairs Worship Area (we have a lift!) or during the 
week at our many events downstairs in Andy’s Community Café. 
Details: www.standrewsgwp.org email office@standrewsgwp.org 
or call 01483 723879.

 SALVATION ARMY
We invite you to join with us on Sundays at 11am for our worship  
meeting. In addition, we offer many programmes at our Community  
Church throughout the week so please know that you’re welcome 
at The Salvation Army Community Church, Sythwood, Woking 
GU21 3BE. For details visit www.salvationarmy.org.uk/woking or 
email woking@salvationarmy.org.uk or call 01483 793704.

 LAKESIDE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
Meets Sundays at 10am for worship, teaching and Holy Communion 
in the Dianthus Building in Wishbone Way, GU21 3RT. Other 
meetings during the week include Holy Communion, prayer and 
house groups. For more information visit lcfwoking.wixsite.com/
lakeside or email lcf_woking@hotmail.co.uk or call 01483 870045.

 RADIO SAILING WOKING  
Sails model boats on Goldsworth Park Lake on Sundays from 11am 
(weather permitting), for general sailing or events, as listed on web 
site. For details see www.radiosailingwoking.uk

 GOLDSWORTH CARE
A good neighbour scheme offering help to residents who find it 
difficult to get around. Volunteer drivers take clients to health 
centres, shops etc and wait to take them home again. They may also 
do shopping for housebound people. For details, registration and to 
request a pick-up call 07751 801587, Monday-Friday, 10am-12 noon.

 WOKING SHOPMOBILITY  
Hires out mobility scooters, power chairs and manual wheelchairs 
to help access Woking town centre shops and amenities. Also rents 
out manual wheelchairs and travel scooters for holidays and day 
trips. Blue Badge not necessary. Details: call 01483 776612, visit 
wokingshopmobility.co.uk or email wokingshopmobility@gmail.com
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Woking Sales Agreed 2026

We still have buyers actively looking 
for properties. If you would like a FREE 
valuation please cotact our office today 
and speak to a friendly staff member.

A SUCCESSFUL START TO 2026

SIMILAR PROPERTIES URGENTLY REQUIRED


